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The Minnesota Literacy Council will soon be accepting proposals for 2010-11 VISTA projects.  Could your organization benefit from a three-year, full-time VISTA member to help with the following?

· Project Creation/Expansion
· Volunteer Program Development

· Capacity Building
What is VISTA?

Often described as “the domestic version of the Peace Corps,” AmeriCorps*VISTA is the national service program designed specifically to fight poverty by building capacity in schools, government agencies, and nonprofit organizations. The program was founded as Volunteers in Service to America in 1965 and incorporated into the AmeriCorps network of programs in 1993.  VISTA members commit to serve full-time for a year at a nonprofit organization or local government agency, working to fight illiteracy, improve health services, create businesses, strengthen community groups, and much more.
Is our organization eligible?

Any school, nonprofit organization or government agency working with communities in poverty is eligible to apply for an AmeriCorps*VISTA member.  Minnesota Literacy Council VISTA members are awarded to organizations with VISTA projects addressing educational and literacy-related initiatives, including (but not limited to) the following categories:

· Early and Family Literacy
· Library Services

· Adult Education and Literacy
· Adolescent Literacy*

· Health Literacy

*This year we will be especially interested in projects serving youth in grades 4-12.
What are the costs associated with the program?

Organizations awarded a VISTA member are expected to contribute a small amount to the cost of supporting the member.  This amount increases each year, and begins at $1,000 for year one.
How do we apply?
For more information about the application process, or to talk with someone about your idea for a VISTA project, please contact Katie Johnson at 651-251-9151 or kjohnson@theMLC.org.  To learn more National Service, visit www.NationalService.gov. 

VISTA Member Benefits

· Choice of $4,725 Education Award or $1,200 post-service stipend 
· Modest living allowance (about $425 bi-weekly living allowance)
· $550 relocation allowance (for those relocating to serve)

· Healthcare benefits 

· Childcare assistance (if eligible)
· Federal student loan forbearance or deferment
· One year of noncompetitive status for a federal government job
· Extensive training and valuable experience

· Access to the network of VISTA & VISTA alumni (170,000 strong) 

VISTA Qualifications

· 18 years or older
· Most programs require a college degree 
· Cannot have another job or be enrolled in school while serving in VISTA
· Must be a U.S. citizen, national, or legal permanent resident alien of the U.S.
· Ability to commit to one year of service
Timeline

November 2009 – Request for proposals released

January 2010 – Proposals due
February 2010 – Sites notified of award

March – June 2010 – VISTA members recruited

August 2010 – VISTA members begin service
