
Online Courses

The Minnesota Literacy Council offers free online courses for MN ABE educators. 

For more info: http://online.themlc.org/ 
Courses currently offered: 

· Reading Assessment for ABE

· ABE/GED Classroom Volunteer Training

· Mental Health in Adult Basic Education

· ESL Classroom Volunteer Training

· New Citizenship Tutor Training

· Understanding CASAS for Student Success

· Fundamentals of Curriculum Development

· Multi-Level English Language Instruction

· Research-based Beginning Reading Instruction for Adults

· Literacy-Level ESL 

· Teaching Adults with ADHD

· Teaching Grammar in Adult ESL

· Teaching Pronunciation

· Using Volunteers in the Classroom

· ABE Teacher Orientation (under development) 
World Education offers online professional development opportunities that include self-paced tutorials or courses facilitated by prominent specialists in their field.
For more info: http://professionalstudiesae.worlded.org/ 

Florida Tech-Net offers a variety of free online trainings for adult educators.

For more info: http://www.floridatechnet.org/webbased.htm 

Discussion Lists

http://www.nifl.gov/lincs/discussions/discussions.html  

The National Institute for Literacy online discussion lists give thousands of literacy stakeholders opportunities to discuss the literacy field's critical issues; share resources, experiences, and ideas; ask questions of subject experts; and keep up-to-date on literacy issues.  Each discussion list is moderated by a national organization with expertise in the topic area.  

Suggestions for managing your lists:

· Only subscribe to one or two lists at a time.

· Set your subscription to receive messages in digest format.

· Delete messages immediately after you read them.

· Create a folder in your email inbox for discussion list messages you want to save.

· Save important information from messages in an easily identifiable format (i.e. a Word document with a clear name).

· Temporarily stop messages when you won’t be checking email. 

ABE Promising Practices

Do you have a great idea you would like to share with your ABE colleagues?  Are you looking for some new ideas for your ABE class or program?  The Literacy Minnesota Professional Issues Committee has developed a vehicle for sharing promising practices in the ABE field.

To submit your promising practice, follow these simple steps:

1. Go to www.literacyminnesota.org/Promising_Practices.html to download the Promising Practices template. 

2. Complete the user-friendly Microsoft Word form. 

3. Save your completed form with the Promising Practice title as the document name. 

4. Send your submission electronically to profissues@literacyminnesota.org by attaching your completed form along with any supplemental materials. 

The Professional Issues Committee will review all submissions.  If your promising practice is published on the Literacy Minnesota web site, you will:

· Earn 3 CEU’s for your first submission in the calendar year 

· Have the opportunity to be selected as the monthly featured submission 

· Be recognized in an e-mail to your supervisor and other ABE professionals 

Access all the published promising practices by checking out the Literacy Minnesota web site at www.literacyminnesota.org/Promising_Practices.html. 

Web Resources

http://mnabe.themlc.org/
Minnesota Department of Education ABE Information: Here you’ll find a master calendar of ABE events, information on MN ABE programs and policy, and resources for ABE program administration.  Keep your eye out for a new professional development section.  

http://www.literacyminnesota.org/ 

Literacy Minnesota is an organization of professionals serving adults with literacy needs through legislative advocacy and statewide support of quality Adult Basic Education programs.  Here you’ll find info on the Professional Issues Committee, Promising Practices and the Summer Institute.

http://www.hamline.edu/atlas
ATLAS at Hamline University provides best practice resources and professional development for Adult Basic Education (ABE) teachers, staff and administrators across the state.  Find information about and register for regional training activities, learn about current professional development initiatives, and read ABE research briefs. 
http://www.theMLC.org
The Minnesota Literacy Council website has a wealth of resources for volunteers, volunteer coordinators, and ABE staff.  Check out the “resource” section, particularly the educational technology and links.  You’ll also find information about in-service workshops and online training for ABE educators. 

http://www.ncsall.net 

The National Center for the Study of Adult Learning and Literacy (NCSALL) is a federally funded research and development center focused solely on adult learning. NCSALL's efforts are dedicated to improving practice in educational programs that serve adults with limited literacy and English language skills, and those without a high school diploma.  You’ll find information on study circles and research to practice.
http://www.cal.org/caelanetwork/ 

CAELA Network, the Center for Adult English Language Acquisition, provides research findings and evidence-based resources to practitioners working with adult English language learners. These resources include bibliographies, books, briefs, online resource collections, digests and Q & As, Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs), and a searchable research database. You’ll also find the Practitioner Toolkit for Working with Adult English Language Learners here.

http://www.collegetransition.org/ 

The National College Transition Network supports adult basic education staff, programs and states in establishing and strengthening ABE-to-college transition services through technical assistance, professional development, collegial sharing, advocacy and increased visibility for this critical sector of the adult basic education system.  

http://www.nifl.gov 

The National Institute for Literacy, a federal agency, provides leadership on literacy issues, including the improvement of reading instruction for children, youth, and adults. In consultation with the U.S. Departments of Education, Labor, and Health and Human Services, the Institute serves as a national resource on current, comprehensive literacy research, practice, and policy.  The online discussion lists give thousands of literacy stakeholders opportunities to discuss the literacy field's critical issues; share resources, experiences, and ideas; ask questions of subject experts; and keep up-to-date on literacy issues.

http://www.nifl.gov/lincs/ 

Literacy Information and Communication System (LINCS) - the Literacy Information aNd Communication System is the online information and communications network for adult and family literacy.  The discussion lists, a comprehensive calendar of events, and teacher and administrator resources are housed here.
http://www.otan.dni.us
OTAN, the Outreach and Technical Assistance Network, hosts an extensive web site of resources for adult teachers and administrators.  You’ll find classroom resources, a lesson plan builder, technology planning resources, links and more!

http://www.eric.ed.gov/ 

ERIC, the Educational Resources Information Center, provides free access to more than 1.2 million bibliographic records of journal articles and other education-related materials and, if available, includes links to full text. ERIC is sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences (IES).

http://wiki.literacytent.org 

Adult Literacy Education Wiki:  Learn about adult literacy education here, including English language learning, numeracy, and adult basic and secondary education. Add knowledge from your experience teaching adult learners, from research or professional wisdom, or from your experience as an adult learner. The ALE Wiki is a community of practice with links to research for practitioners, researchers, learners and others. 
http://www.adultedlessons.org/
The Lesson Plan Builder makes it easier for you to develop quality lesson plans that address adult education content standards in the context of CASAS and SCANS competencies.

http://www.tesol.org/resourcecenter  
The TESOL Resource Center (TRC) is an online platform for TESOL members to find and share a variety of resources with peers in the profession.

http://mlots.org/

The Media Library of Teaching Skills (MLoTS) for adult learning and literacy project is a free, online, digital library of short videos of adult education teachers and their classes or tutorials, intended for use in professional development.
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