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 -New Oxford American Dictionary definition a podcast is "a digital recording of a 
radio broadcast or similar program, made available on the Internet for downloading to a 
personal audio player," but the generally accepted definition has expanded to include video as 
well as audio. 
 

- MP3 (MPEG-1 Audio Layer-3) is a standard technology and format for compressing 
a sound sequence into a very small file (about one-twelfth the size of the original file) while 
preserving the original level of sound quality when it is played. MP3 files (identified with the 
file name suffix of ".mp3") are available for downloading from a number of Web sites.  

Using their knowledge of how people actually perceive sound, the developers of MP3 devised 
a compression algorithm that reduces data about sound that most listeners can not perceive. 
MP3 is currently the most powerful algorithm in a series of audio encoding standards 
developed under the sponsorship of the Motion Picture Experts Group (MPEG) and formalized 
by the International Organization for Standardization (ISO).  

Source http://searchcio-midmarket.techtarget.com/sDefinition/0,,sid183_gci212600,00.html 

 
Good news!  You do not need to have an iPod to listen to a podcast. All you need is a 
computer, PC or Mac, and an internet connection. 
 
Simply go to www.apple.com and click on the iPod + iTunes tab at the top of the screen.  
 

 
 
 
Download iTunes 8 on to your computer and install it. Open the iTunes program and on the 
left hand side there are number of menu options. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
If you click on the Podcasts icon you will soon discover that you do not have any. 
Don’t worry, simply click on iTunes Store , once inside the click on Podcasts  link. 
 

 
 
Once you have clicked on Podcasts there are several ways to search for material.  
 
In the upper right hand corner is a Search iTunes  Store 
search box. Just enter in the topic, name of the podcast, or 
other search criteria you are looking for. 
 
 
 
 

Below the Search iTunes box are options that will let you Browse  or do 
a Power Search  
 
 
 
 

 
Browsing  allows you to use 
the “drill down” menu 
approach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Power Search  allows you to fill in info to help you find what you are looking for  
 

 
 
 



 
 
Power Search in iTunes Store using the title “teacher” and category “Education” 
 

 
 
 
Symbols to know : 
 

  No explicit language or topics. The creators of the podcast add this tag to their 
podcast. Podcasts are NOT prescreened by iTunes or other directories. 
 

 Explicit language and / or topics.  Again the creators mark their own podcast. You can 
be confident that if it is marked as explicit it will contain such material / language. 

 
 Videopodcast.  

 

   Document 
 

  Show me more info about the podcast 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Teacher Created Materials Podcast 
 

 
 
Things to look for: 
CUSTOMER REVIEWS: Did anyone recommend this podcast? 
 
# OF EPISODES: Is this person/ group committed to producing a show weekly or monthly? 
 
TIME/LENGTH OF PODCAST: How long is each podcast? Are you looking for a one minute 
tip to use with your students or an hour long discussion? 
 
RELEASE DATE: How long ago was the podcast produced? Would a podcast about 
presidential election coverage from 4 years ago be helpful today? 
 
LISTENERS ALSO SUBSCRIBED TO:  a place to look for related podcasts 

 
 

 
 
You can use the “bread crumbs” to navigate back through categories.  
 



 
When you find a podcast you think you will like simply click on the SUBSCRIBE button  and it 

will add it to your Podcasts in iTunes and begin downloading the most 
recent show.   

 
Click the small arrow next to the program title to reveal if there are more shows that you can 
“get”. Click on the GET button to download those podcasts. 
 

 
 
Once you have chosen to subscribe or get a podcast you will see it download on the task bar.   

 
 
Once subscribed you can choose which episodes you want to download. 

 
 
To play  your newly downloaded podcast, highlight the program by clicking on it and then 
press the play button at the top of iTunes. 
 
To get the latest downloads of the programs you subscribed to, you only need to start iTunes 
and it will begin to download them automatically. 

 
To unsubscribe  from a podcast highlight the 
podcast and click the Unsubscribe button at the 
bottom of iTunes.  
 
 

 
How to burn a CD using iTunes  

Start by creating and naming a Playlist .  
         
Click on Podcasts and drag the file you want to burn into your new playlist 

 

Place a check in the box of the podcasts in your playlist you wish to 
burn to a cd.  
 

Click the Burn Disc  button  in the corner of iTunes .   
 
 



 
 
 
 
Some podcasts that might interest you: 
 
Just Vocabulary Podcast  
Is for anyone who wants to improve their English Vocabulary. This daily (Monday – Friday) 2-3 
minute podcast covers new interesting words to amaze your friends.   
 
Podcast for Teachers 
Conversations about technology for teachers with leading educators. The latest in Ed tech 
content, curriculum ideas, updates, interviews, and research you can use. 
 
English as a Second Language Podcast 
This daily 15-20 minute podcast covers a new topic each podcast. Everything from pizza and 
the Superbowl to how to cash a check and use an answering machine. 
 
English Through Stories  
Each podcast is an episode of a dramatic story (a soap opera) in English but with 
explanations of the key words and phrases.  
 
Mathfactor:  
A brief, weekly math conversation and puzzle airing on KUAF 91.3 FM Arkansas 
 
Mathgrad 
The Mathgrad Podcast will discuss everyday math for everyday people. My goal is discuss the 
mathematics behind many real world topics in a way that even the worst mathphobe will gain 
some insight into our world. This won’t be your boring high school algebra class. 
 
Awesome Vocabulary: Learn English Vocabulary 
The Most Popular Educational Podcast on iTunes. Learn Difficult English Vocabulary Words. 
Educate yourself! 
 
English Teaching in Japan 
Sharing ideas and experiences about teaching English in Japan. 
 
UGoEigo ~ ELS Phonics Video Podcast 
Learn how to pronounce English sounds using UGoEigos ELS podcasts for IPod and PSP. 
Visit the website for lesson transcript and translation. 
 
NDNTV.COM  Native American Language Tools and Video Production 
Language revitalization is more important now than ever in Indian Country. Introducing your 
child to their tribal language is a gift that will last a lifetime 
 
College Search – Laugh and Learn 
The college admissions process – getting in- can be a stressful one. In these podcasts Brenda 
and various high school students discuss their experiences in order to demonstrate that 
making college decisions, finding a college, applying, interviewing ….. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
iTunes U – University level classes and podcasts 
 
 

 
 
 
 
http://www.apple.com/support/itunes_u/ 
 
Check out the User’s Guide and Discussion forums. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Finding More Podcasts 
 
Use podcast directories such as : www.podcastalley.com  www.podcastdirectory.com and  
www.podcastpickle.com 
 
Podcast Directory.com 
http://www.podcastdirectory.com/format/Education 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 
 

Click on the podcast you wish to learn more about and if you want to 
download the podcast, scroll down and on the left hand side you will 

find a button to add to iTunes. 

The Text Only listing gives more episode descriptions         
  
Some of Bud the Teacher Podcast  Episodes 

 
CyberCamp on Teachers Teaching Teachers   

The conversation I did last week with Teachers Teaching Teachers is now up as a podcast.  
Plenty of great information about some interesting summer professional development.  You 
should listen.  After some gentle nudges in the chat room, I’ll be talking more about 
CyberCamp at a NECC Unplugged session at 3:30pm on Tuesday in the NECC [...] Listen | 
Listen in your iPhone | Download | View full cache | Visit Website 

 

An Ugly Pursuit Well Worth Pursuing   

Last week, I received a review copy of Relentless Pursuit: A Year in the Trenches with Teach 
for America.  Thought it was worth taking a minute or two to say that I’m definitely a fan of the 
book.  I’m impressed with the way the author, Donna Foote, has captured the different 
teachers, students,  administrators, and [...] Listen | Listen in your iPhone | Download | View 
full cache | Visit Website 

 

Thinking ’bout Linking   

It was about a year ago that I wrote a piece for English Journal on teaching “blogging” vs. 
“writing with blogs” that was pretty much a re-hash of some blog posts that I thought were 
saying something. The trouble is, I wasn’t sure what they were saying. I’ve been fumbling at 
this [...] Listen | Listen in your iPhone | Download | View full cache | Visit Website  

Need to Know   

Lee LeFever is a master at sharing complex information in simple, easy to understand ways. 
No surprise, then, that he's able to assist in sharing some valuable information especially 
essential right now. Let's be careful out there. Listen | Listen in your iPhone | Download | View 
full cache | Visit Website

 

Podcast: Moodle and Wikibooks on Thursday evening   
On Thursday night, on the way home from parent night at school, I recorded this podcast 
about some of what we're doing with Moodle right now, some of what I wish Moodle could do, 
and also some of my... Listen | Listen in your iPhone | Download | View full cache | Visit 
Website  
                                             

  Secret bonus! Check out www.podiobooks.com  for free audiobooks !!!  


