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ABE Promising Practice

Reading is Fundamental Project
Audience (check all that apply):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Instructors

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Managers/Coordinators

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Program support staff (intake, data, etc.)
Topic (check all that apply):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Accountability policies and procedures

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Assessment

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Budgeting 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Classroom Instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Curriculum development

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Data analysis 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Intake and orientation

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Marketing

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Performance management

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Retention/Persistence

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Staff development

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Strategic planning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Teacher observation

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Teambuilding 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Volunteer management

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other  (please specify):  Supplementary activity
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  N/A

Instructional area (check all that apply):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Adult Diploma

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Basic Skills

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Brush-up

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Citizenship

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  EL/Civics

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  ESL

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Family Literacy

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  GED

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Workplace

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other  (please specify):       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  N/A

Objectives:
1.  To encourage children of incarcerated fathers to read.

2.  To build relationships between children and incarcerated fathers.

3.  To motivate fathers to improve their literacy, obtain a GED, and/or become lifelong learners.
 INFO  Comments  \* MERGEFORMAT 
Time needed:  Many hours are needed for preparation and planning.  Approximately 2 hours are required for the book fair.  Many more hours are required for the three book distributions and any other follow-up activities.  Activities can be modified depending on time available.  Volunteers are invaluable.
Level (for instructional promising practices only; check all that apply):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Beginning Literacy

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Beginning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Intermediate

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Advanced

Optimal class size (for instructional best practices only):  No limit. 
Resources/materials needed:

Children's books; mailing supplies and postage; book making materials; and, videotapes/recorder.
Procedure (please be as specific as possible):
-Advertise the event and solicit letters of interest from fathers.

-Send fathers application forms to gather information on number of children, their ages, and the type of books that would interest them.

-Order books according to above information and write to custodial parent requesting permission for the child to participate.

-Schedule a book fair.  This can be as simple as a time for them to look at available books.  However, the best events we have held have included seminars from Washington County librarians; children's book authors; the Humanities Commission's Fatheread expert; a freelance writer; and, the manager of a Barnes & Noble book store.  The seminars are about how to select books for their children; how to read to children; how to communcate through phone conversations and letters; and, how to encourage family literacy.

-Fathers select books in collaboration with their children.

-Three books are sent to each child with at least one month between mailings.

Variations or modifications:
Follow-up activities we have conducted include having the fathers make books for their children; and, having the fathers audiotape themselves reading the book to the child, and including the tape with the book when mailed.

This year we intend to videotape the fathers reading the book to their child and send the tape along with the book.

Impact on your program or learners:
The fathers are very excited and engaged at the book fair.  They ask good questions of the presenters.  They are eager to participate in follow-up activities.  It is an opportunity for them to parent even though they are not physically available to their children.  They appreciate the opportunity to encourage their children to read and become educated.  Also, it is an opportunity for them to connect with their children in a positive way.  it gives them something in common to discuss.  Many of the fathers in our literacy program say that they want to improve their literacy skills so that they can help their children with their homework, or show them by example that it is important to and possible to get a GED, even when you are older.
Attachments:
     
Name of person submitting promising practice:  Patricia Pawlak
ABE site:  Minnesota Correctional Facility-Stillwater 

Contact information:  

970 Pickett Street N.

Bayport, MN 55003

651-779-2700

ppawlak@stw.doc.state.mn.us
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