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PowerPoint is best used as a visual medium (not as a document)
PowerPoint is set up to encourage you to put a lot of text on a slide, but text is a lot easier to read on a handout. Think of PowerPoint as a way to supply audio and visual support—pictures, images, and sound files. 

Using pictures will engage your students. Pictures are also very memorable. Students are more likely to remember something if it is explained with an image.  
Charts and Graphs
Use PowerPoint to create and display different kinds of charts and graphs. The students can survey each other and/or other classes and then you can enter the results into a graph on PowerPoint. If your students are more advanced, you can teach them to use PowerPoint to make their own charts and graphs. 
Color Coding

The eye is very attracted to changes in color. Change the color of key words to help highlight grammatical forms or other categories of information. 
Use Pictures to set the Context, Explain Vocabulary

The closer a picture is to the real thing, the better. Consider using photographs to help explain vocabulary. Use several photographs to explain abstract concepts. The photographs will be more interesting and memorable than black and white copies from a text book. 
Picture Flash

Animate a large photograph of an interesting scene, room, etc to flash briefly. Ask the students what they saw. They make a guess about what the picture is of or list everything that they saw. Flash it again. Then display the picture so they can see what they missed. 
Reveal Answers or Information
If you know that you will want to give students some answers or information later, and you don’t want to take class time to write it on the board, you can type it in a slide, put a picture in front of it, and animate the picture to disappear when you click. The picture moves away and the answers appear. 
Written Role Play

In a written role play all the students are assigned the same role. For example, tell them that they have a terrible, messy roommate. They all write what they want to say to the roommate. Then they trade papers. Now they are the roommate and they write responses to their very tidy roommates. Continue trading papers. 

Set the context for this activity by displaying a picture of a messy room. For the second part, display a picture of a very tidy room. 
Resources for Pictures

If you plan to use a picture just once, and for educational purposes, then you don’t need permission to use it, and you can search on Google images. 

http://images.google.com
If you plan to use the picture more than once, then you should find one with a Creative Common license. This allows you to use it as many times as you need, as long as it is not for profit and you give credit to the artist. First, go to

http://www.flickr.com/search/advanced/
Type keys words in the search box at the top. Scroll to the bottom of the page and check the Creative Commons box. Click Search. 
Students Find and Display Pictures
Students can find pictures for autobiographies. Or, after reading a story, students can find a picture that goes with the story. 
Give Directions for an Internet Activity 
If you have a computer lab with an Internet connection, but your classroom doesn’t have one, use PowerPoint to display copies of websites while you explain directions to your students. 

Take a screen shot of the website and then copy and paste it into a PowerPoint slide. 

Display Information from the Internet without the Distractions (eliminate ads, other information, etc)

If you want to use some information from a website, but you are concerned about all the distracting ads and extra information, you can use a copy of only the relevant part of the page, such as a weather forecast, schedule, etc. 

Take a screen shot of the page with the information you want. Copy it into Paint (Paint is a software program that is on most PCs). Click on the Select box in Paint, located in the upper left hand corner. Draw a box around the part you want. Copy it and paste it onto a PowerPoint slide. 

Ask Students to Highlight Key Words

During a PowerPoint show, change the mouse into a highlighter, using the menu in the lower left hand corner. Ask students to find key words and they can come up to the computer and highlight them. 

